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Anxiety
over vax

‘anomaly’
STUART MCKINNON

A resources employer group
fears a loophole in the State’s
mandatory vaccination policy
for fly-in, fly-out workers that
allows union organisers to 
visit sites un-jabbed could jeop-
ardise major mining and energy
operations.

The Australian Resources and
Energy Group AMMA says the
carve-out for union officials
defeats the purpose of  the FIFO
vaccine mandate and presents
an unacceptable risk.

According to the policy, all
FIFO workers at remote sites
must have had their first jab by
December 1 and their second by
January 1. But the Govern-
ment’s health orders provides
an exception for union organis-
ers visiting sites under Fair
Work entry permits, which
AMMA argues gives them
almost unfettered access.

A government spokesman
said union officials would be
captured under Group 2 of  the
policy, which mandates first
dose a month later on December
31 and second by January 31.

“Union officials constitute an
extremely small minority of  ind-
ividuals who attend remote sites
and this risk has been appro-
priately assessed,” he said.

The spokesman said if
companies were aware
that someone visiting a
remote site had not been
fully vaccinated, other
precautions, such as
physical distancing
and using personal
protective equip-
ment, should apply.

AMMA chief
executive Steve
Knott, pictured,

said the Government’s explana-
tion appeared to be an after-
thought and didn’t make sense.

“The facts as they stand is
there is an active vaccine direc-
tion for the resources sector
which covers all employees and
other visitors to remote or rural
sites, but specifically exempts
holders of  Fair Work entry per-
mits from having to comply,” he
said.

“Meanwhile, ‘Group 2’ is a
broad category within the
Government’s general vaccine
policy, which many would
describe as aspirational and sub-
ject to change.”

Mr Knott said even if  the
Government was to issue a new
direction covering union site
visitors based on the ‘Group 2’
timeline, it would leave one
month where they could enter

sites unvaccinated.
“In addition, tens of  millions

of  dollars of  revenue to State
and Federal governments will be
lost in a nanosecond if  the conti-
nuity of  major oil and gas and
mining operations are shut
down due to a positive COVID
infection,” he said.

Mr Knott called on the
Government to fix what he
called the “bizarre anomaly”.
The Government last week
updated its health orders to
include maritime support ser-
vices crew on petroleum vessels,
meaning they would have to
comply with the December 1

and January 1 deadlines.
Mr Knott commended

the move and said it
showed the Govern-
ment could act quick-
ly to address
concerns of  indus-
try in relation to
vaccine mandates. 
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